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A
s its name suggests the 
Icon Audio 40Mk1V is 
capable of producing 40 
Watts of power from its 
KT88 valves – although 
pushed hard we man-

aged 50 Watts. There’s also three 
feedback settings (high, low and 
zero) and the ability to run it in 
ultralinear or triode mode, as well 
as fixed bias. So there's wide room 
for experiment here, including the 
rare zero feedback option. It means 
users can find the set-up that suits 
them best. 
 And what a sound it is! Used 
with our Martin Logan electrostatics 
it was both vividly dynamic and 
spacious. The output transformers 
give clean powerful bass – a world 
away from the occasional softness 
of some other valve amplifiers. With 
its huge soundstage and thunderous 
dynamics the Icon Audio is a long 
way away from valve amplifiers of 
yore. Truly a modern classic.

BEST VALVE 
AMPLIFIER

ICON AUDIO 
STEREO 40 MKIV
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